Escape the Goblin King
An I mrersive and I nteracti ve Choose- Your - Omn- Advent ur e

Cori nne Mest emacher

Author's Note: This script is neant as a baseline for
plot, action, and story beats. Accounting for the
interactive nature, considerations for audience reactions
and inprovised el enents nust be nade. Therefore, this
script should be considered a |iving docunent for each

per f or mance.



| NT. LOBBY - DAY

GUESTS are brought to a nook,
front of them stand three tour guides:
Nanes are pl acehol ders and can be changed

SOPHI E

( Not e:

CLAI RE
Al right, everyone! If you are here for
the [time] tour, we're going to get
start ed.

dependi ng on | ocation or actors)

CLAI RE

Wl cone, everyone. My nane is Caire.
"1l be the head guide on this tour.
Has anyone ever taken a cave tour
bef ore?

(response determ ned on guests

answers)
Well, if you have, you'll know that
one of the first rules of cave
exploration is "always go in threes."
Because of that, | have two ot her
wonder f ul gui des hel pi ng nme out today.

BEN
Hi, everyone. |'m Ben.

SOPHI E
And |' m Sophi e.

CLAI RE
Today we're going to take you down
into Goblin King Caverns. It'll be
around two hours and require |lots of
wal ki ng, so please let us knowif you
have concerns about that. It's al so
chilly since we'll be underground. If
you have a jacket, | suggest you bring
it. Is everyone ready to travel into
the depths of the earth?

| NT. ELEVATOR - DAY

in front of an el evator.
CLAI RE, BEN, and

In

GQuests are brought into an elevator. Once everyone is in,

of the tour guides hits the bottom button.

and the elevator starts traveling down.

SOPHI E
Ri ght, so these caves are a recent
di scovery to the scientific community,

The doors cl ose

one



but we inmagine that they were forned
10 to 15 mllion years ago. W'll go
nore into that once we're inside.

BEN
The reason we've naned this particul ar
system "Goblin King Caverns" is due to
many | ocal |egends that tell of a
great colony of goblins living within
t hem hoardi ng treasure, stealing
wonen, battling dwarves and fairies,
and being a general nuisance to the
peopl e who |ive around here.

CLAI RE
W' ve been down here quite a few
tinmes, but - sadly - have never seen
any goblins. But, when the system was
finally opened for tours, we wanted to
pay homage to those ancient stories.

The el evator stops and the doors open, revealing a cavernous
space.

| NT. THE GRAND BALLROOM

The Tour CQuides |lead the Guests into the cave. The el evator
door closes after everyone exits.

They meke their way down a path that is lined with a railing.
The path opens to a w der | ookout overl ooking the vast abyss
of a cave. There are benches for people to sit. The Cuides
stand in front of those benches.

BEN
Wel come to The Grand Ball room This
was one of the first roons to be
di scovered and is the | argest that
we' ve found, so far. From what the
| ocal stories tell us, this room has
been used for decades as a refuge. For
exanpl e, during the G eat Depression,
many people battling poverty began
[iving down here.

SOPHI E
All caves, including this nmassive room
we're in, are fornmed by the erosion of
i mestone by rainwater over mllions
of years. Directly in front of us, we
can see-



BOOM

An expl osion reverberates in the cave. Colorful |ights
flicker on a raised platformin the mddle of The G and
Bal | room

Once the magi c fades away, Cuests see a figure standing
there. He is m sshapen and vaguely human. This is ROARK

ROARK
| will not hurt you.
CLAI RE
Wio are you?
ROARK
My nane is Roark and this is ny
ki ngdom
BEN
Ki ngdont?
ROARK

A hiding place for the remmants of a
once- powerful goblin nation.

SOPHI E
(to the Guides and CGuests)
Claire, wal kie security.

CLAI RE
My wal ki e isn't working.

BEN
This is clearly sonme psycho who found
his way into the caves.

CLAlI RE

(to Guests)
Don't worry, everyone. This is al

part of the show.

BEN SOPHI E
No, Claire. W have to go. What the heck are you
tal ki ng about ?

CLAI RE
Oh, yes, Goblin King. W' ve heard many
stories about your kingdom But,
you' ve kept yourself hidden all these
years. Wiy reveal yourself now?



SOPHI E
(to A aire)
Have you | ost your m nd?

ROARK
Believe nme that it was not ny desire
to reveal nyself. However, ny ki ngdom
isin terrible danger. | cone to you
now as not hing nore than a desperate
bei ng begging you to help nme restore

nmy peopl e.

BEN
What kind of help would we be?

ROARK
When you crossed ny threshold, | could
sense your nagic.

SOPHI E
Magi c?

ROARK
There is a prophesy that foretells of
one who will restore our nation

al ongsi de those destined to raise us
out of the caves, once again.

CLAI RE
And you think that's us?

SOPHI E
You can't stand there and convi nce us
anyt hing that you say is real when
there's one glaring fl aw.

ROARK
VWhich is?

SOPHI E
&oblins aren't real

ROARK
Real ly? O is it that the human race
has convi nced thensel ves that any sort
of magic is a scan? Something easily
expl ained away if you research enough.
Ask yourself this, have you ever been
wal ki ng al one at night and gotten a
funny feeling down your spine? O been
trying to sl eep when suddenly you feel



t he need to check under your bed? I'm
here to tell you, yes, goblins are
real .

BEN
Alright, we need to go. Everyone,
fol |l ow us.

As the group turns back and starts heading for the el evators,

t he Gui des stop. Were the el evator doors once were,

rock wal l

The Cui des huddl e around t he Guests,

r enai ns.

BEN
What happened to the el evators?

ROARK
There are many entrances, but only one
exit.

SOPHI E
Well, that's very confusing.

ROARK
Take what | amoffering you. Say yes
to me. To ny kingdom To our kingdom
And you wi Il be rewarded.

only a a

speaking to just the

group. The Cuides also actively involve the Guests in this
di scussi on.

BEN
What are we going to do?

SOPHI E
Say no, obviously.

CLAlI RE
Do you think he's telling the truth?

SOPHI E
He's just a crackpot, Caire.

CLAlI RE
Then, how do you explain the
el evat ors?

BEN
What happens if we say no? How woul d
we get out? Do you think he'd kill us?



SOPHI E
Claire, hand nme your wal ki e.

Sophie fiddles with the wal kie, but it doesn't work.

CLAlI RE

| told you, it's not working.
SOPHI E

Did you charge it?
CLAlI RE

O course | did. It nust be him
SOPHI E

Oh, stop.
BEN

(grabbi ng the wal ki e)
Forget about the wal kie! W' re al one
in this cave with a crazy person and
|"mpretty sure the liability waivers
we had them sign don't account for
bei ng magi cal |l y nurdered.

SOPHI E
(to Guest)
What do you think?
CLAlI RE
' mgoing with him
SOPHI E BEN
What ? Are you crazy?
CLAlI RE

VWhat if he's telling the truth? What
if there are goblins and magi c and
fairies? Shouldn't we find out?
Sophi e, you're a scientist, this could
be a major scientific discovery!

SOPHI E
There's nothing scientific about this
at all.

CLAI RE

And if it does turn out that there's
not hing and he's nmaking it all up, it
wi Il have been a cool adventure.



BEN
| Iike adventures that don't
nmy possi bl e deat h.

CLAI RE
That's all adventures.

Claire turns back to Roark.

CLAI RE
(to Roark)
| say yes!
(back to group)
Anyone el se?

BEN
| say no.

SOPHI E
Me too.

i nvol ve

Guests nmake their first choice and deci de which group they

are going with. Wien that is finished,

they turn back toward

Roar k who has conme off of his perch and now stands cl oser to

t he group.

ROARK
(to "Yes' group)

You will be treated fairly by nme and

my people. My kingdom and |
you.

(to "No' group)
Do you still want to | eave?

SOPHI E
| really do.

ROARK
And that's your choice?

BEN
Are you going to kill us?

ROARK

t hank

| said that | amnot going to hurt

you.

BEN
Then,
(1 ooks back a group and

say)

t hey all



Yes.

ROARK
Very well. The exit is through the
cave.

SOPHI E
That sounds like a trap.

ROARK
Through the caverns you will find The
Door. The one that will take you back
to your world. But, | nust warn you
that you only have one hour to find
it, or you will be trapped here
forever.

BEN
One hour ?!

ROARK
| hope you will come to change your

m nd. Be careful whom you trust.

Roark wal ks up to the 'Yes' and offers his hand to one of the
GQuests, then leads his group out of The Gand Bal |l room

| F YOU FOLLOW ROARK, GO TO PAGE 18

| F YOU STAY I N THE GRAND BALLROOM GO TO THE NEXT PAGE



| NT. THE GRAND BALLROOM

Ben, Sophie, and the remaining guests watch Roark | ead the
ot hers out of the cave. When they are gone, Sophie turns to
Ben.

SOPHI E
VWhat now?

BEN
| don't know. They didn't cover goblin
abduction in training. Wat tinme do
you have on your watch?

SOPHI E
[ Ti ne]

BEN
Let's set our tiners. He said we only
have 2 hours.

They set their watches, creating a tiner.

BEN
| suppose that if we keep wal king the
normal tour path, we'll end up at the
exit.

SOPHI E

Great idea, except to tour is one big
circle and we'd end up back at this
spot .

BEN
Many entrances, one exit.

SOPHI E
We could follow the others and see
where that goes?

BEN
Wul d the exit be wherever he's taking
t hent?
SOPHI E
| have absol utely no idea.
BEN
He's probably taking themfurther into

t he cave
(to Guests)



VWhat do you all think?

10.

A previously hidden doorway opens and a man steps out. He is

vaguel y human

Sophi e has her

li ke Roark. This is Edred.

back to himand doesn't see himuntil

others notion for her to | ook.

SOPHI E
(frightened)

Shi -
BEN

Language!
SCOPHI E

He scared ne!
EDRED

You scare easily.
SOPHI E

Who are you? What're you doi ng here?
EDRED

|"m here to hel p you.
SOPHI E

We don't need your help.
BEN

Yes we do.
EDRED

| can get you out of here.
BEN

What's your name?
EDRED

Edred. | know these caves. | know

Roark and the little ganme he's nmaking
you play. And | know where to find The

Door .
SOPHI E

How do we know we can trust you?
EDRED

You don't, but you'll eventually have

to choose soneone to trust down here

t he
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or you'll never get out.
After sone deliberation.

BEN
Al right, we go with Edred.

The group follows Edred through the rocky doorway.
| NT. CAVE TUNNEL 1

The group nmakes their way down a pat hway carved out of the
rock. Torches light their way. Rocks jut out overhead, making
t he pat hway uneven and w ndi ng. However, it is w de enough
for the group to stay together and hear the conversations
bei ng had.

SOPHI E
So, if goblins do exist, why have
humans never seen one in the history
of humanity?

EDRED
Are you sure they haven't?
(pause)
The Kings tell us to stay away.

SOPHI E
And they |isten?

EDRED
Everyone listens to the goblin kings.
That's why they're 'the kings'.

SOPHI E
Sounds nore like 'dictator'.

EDRED
Shoul dn't you be nore frightened?

SOPHI E
Am | not acting appropriately?

EDRED
Not really. Al the others were a |ot
nore freaked out.

SOPHI E
My not her always said | was incapable
of enoti on.
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EDRED
Maybe she was right.
BEN
|"msorry, did you say "others".
EDRED
Yes, you are not the first to play
this gane.
BEN
How many "ot hers" has there been?
EDRED
| don't know. |I'm not keeping track.
BEN
Has it been a lot?
EDRED
| don't know what you'd consider a
| ot.
BEN
Ten?
EDRED
Oh, there's been a |lot nore than ten.
SOPHI E
The sooner we get out of here, the

better.

The group cones to a closed doorway cut into the rock.

BEN
s this The Door?
EDRED
This is A Door. W still have a | ong

way to go.
Edred opens the door and the group files out of the tunnel.
| NT. THE CLUSTER

The group enters into a |large cavern. However, this space is
filled wth signs of |ife. Hovels carved into the rock rise
up the walls around them The wall to the left has a | arge
bal cony carved into it with a dark entrance | eadi ng sonewhere
further into the cave. Shadows and sil houettes of goblins
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clatter around as they go about their tasks.

EDRED
Wel come to The Cluster. The center of
the goblin world.

To the right of the group, there's a commotion brew ng inside
one of the hovels. Shadows pass back and forth in front of a
sheer curtain hanging in front of the doorway. The sound of

gl ass shatteri ng sounds as soneone inside says:

MAEVE (V. O.)
And then, that's it! Do you hear ne?

GOBLIN 1 (V.Q)
But, Maeve.. .

MAEVE (V. Q)
You will no | onger be wel cone until
you pay your bill!

A wonman exits the hovel. She is definitely human. Upon seei ng
Edred, she sinks onto her hip and rests her fist at her
wai st .

MAEVE
(to Edred)
Ch, great. You're back
EDRED
Nice to see you, Maeve.
MAEVE
You're in trouble again, aren't you?
EDRED
No! What woul d make you say that?
MAEVE
For starters, you've somehow gotten

ahol d of
(gestures to group)
t hese pi eces of work.

EDRED
|"mjust taking themto The Door.

MAEVE
Edr ed. ..



EDRED
Maeve. ..

MAEVE
You know better than this.

EDRED
What am | supposed to do?

MAEVE
It's none of your business. Let them
figure it out.

EDRED
That's hilarious comng fromyou.

MAEVE
He's just going to get angry again.

EDRED
| can handle him

MAEVE
You're already on thin ice. Stay out
of this one.

Edred shrugs her off.

MAEVE ( CONT.)
| just don't want to see you get hurt
because of them

EDRED
He woul dn't hurt ne.

MAEVE
He's going to throw you out.

EDRED
No, he's not.

MAEVE
(sighs, turns to the group)
So, you're the new ones. \Wat are your
names?

SOPHI E
(after everyone introduces
t hensel ves)
And |'m Sophie. Do you mnd telling us
why this goblin king guy wants to trap
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us all down here?

MAEVE
Magi c.

BEN
Magi c? There's magi ¢ now?

An expl osion erupts above them Lights flicker and go out,
pl ungi ng the Cluster into a deeper darkness. Sparks light up
t he rock above. A voice boons out around them

ROARK ( AMPLI FI ED)
| thought we all understood each other
by now | |eave you al one and you do
not interfere!

Roark and the rest of his group, including Claire, now stand
on the bal cony above.

EDRED
(shouting up to Roark)
| can do whatever | want!

ROARK ( AMPLI FI ED)
Stop himn

Roark's group starts attacking The Cluster with nagic that
lights up the room Edred and Maeve | ead the group through
t he space, periodically ducking behind rocks and ot her set
pi eces.

Eventually, they nmake it to the other side. Maeve opens
anot her hi dden doorway and they duck into the tunnel.

ROARK ( AVPLI FI ED)
Fi nd t hen

After silence returns, Maeve hits Edred on the arm

MAEVE
Are you happy now?

EDRED
That was not ny fault.

MAEVE
Now t he King knows that we're hel ping
t hem



EDRED
Don't call himthat. H's nane is
Roark. And, |I'msorry, we?!
BEN
How do we get - Roark - off our tails?
MAEVE EDRED
M ner's path. The Excess.
MAEVE EDRED
What ? No! What ? No!
EDRED
The mner's path will add hours to the
trinp.
MAEVE

The Excess flows too close to the
cast| el

EDRED
But, it'll cut the trip in half.

SOPHI E
| vote the shortest path!

MAEVE
"' mnot dealing with Thad or ri sking
running into The Dwel | ers.

BEN
VWho are The Dwel | ers?

EDRED
And I'"'mnot walking all the way to The
Door and run the risk of running out
of tine.

MAEVE

So, who will it be? Wich one of us do
you trust to get you out?

(gesturing to Edred)
The goblin who was born and raised
here or

(gesturing to herself)
The human who was once in your very
shoes and got out?

SOPHl E
Edr ed.

16.



BEN
Mhaeve!

SOPHI E
VWhat ?

BEN

She' s human. She's been to The Door
bef or e.

EDRED
So have I'! Miultiple tines.

BEN
(gesturing to the group)
But she's done this before.

EDRED
Wio do you think hel ped her?

SOPHI E
And why is she still here if she
clains to have gotten out?

MAEVE
Long story, but | can prom se you that
it was ny choice made of ny own free
will. I was not, nor have ever been,
trapped by the goblin king. And,
wll not |let that happen to you. W
don't have tine for this! The King or
his guards will find us any nonent if
we don't nove.

EDRED
Stop calling himthat!
BEN
"' mgoing with Maeve.
SOPHI E
"' mgoing with Edred.
(to group)

Who's comng with us?

BEN
And who's comng wth us?

| F YOU CHOOSE MAEVE AND BEN

| F YOU CHOOSE EDRED AND SOPHI E,

17.

GO TO PACGE 36

GO TO PAGE 38
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| NT. CAVE TUNNEL 2

Roark | eads Claire and the other Guests into a narrow tunnel
of the cave system This tunnel has been thoughtfully carved
out. Its stone walls are even and the path is easy to

navi gate. Torches line the walls, lighting the way.
CLAI RE
Where are you taking us?
ROARK
To ny kingdom There, | wll answer

any and all of your questions.

The group continues down the tunnel. As they wal k, the tunnel
gradually turns into a hallway. Ornate portraits begin
appearing on the walls. Each one is of different goblin nen
and worren, all royalty, wth elaborate but still goblin-esque
cl ot hi ng.

Roark stops in front of a closed iron door with an ornate
handl e.

ROARK
Vel cone.

He opens the door and allows the guests to wal k through.
| NT. CASTLE - BALLROOM

The guests enter into another ballroom this one being a
proper ballroom The gothic-adjacent architecture rises into
a high ceiling. Stained glass wi ndows serve as walls, casting
their own nmanufactured |ight down onto the enpty stone fl oor
bel ow.

On one side of the room a |arge golden throne stands.
Sitting next to it is a cauldron. Sparks and snoke emt from
t he caul dron.

Claire |l eads the group to the center of the ballroom Roark
makes his way to the throne, but doesn't sit. He stands in
front of it.

ROARK
My kingdomis dying and | cannot save
them alone. | have tried for many
years, but to no avail. In order for

you to understand the reasons why, |
must tell you a story. The | egend of
our people. How we cane to be and how
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we came to be ruined.

As Roark tells the story, images appear in the stained gl ass
wi ndows around t hem

ROARK ( CONT' D)
Long ago a war raged. This war was
fought between the anci ent beings -
the fairies. Every faction of the fae
ki ngdom t ook up arns, but the night
fairies were the nost ruthless of all.
They sought any weapon, any advant age
they could in their bloodlust. They
turned their sights on a human man
named Atticus. He was a farner and
whil e working the fields one dusk he
saw a beautiful woman. Her nane was
Ezra and she was fae, but Atticus
didn't know that. Al he knew was the
driving force conpelling himto go
with her. She led himdeep into the
forest.

CLAlI RE
Wiy would the fairies need a human?

ROARK
Humans posses the nost powerful form
of magic. They were gifted it at their
creation, but have |eft the nagi cal
wor | d behi nd. Because of this, the
majority of themdon't use it. This
| at ent power grows nore powerful with
each passing generation. The power
that Atticus possessed was far nore
than that of the night fairies. If
t hey could unlock it, they could win
t he war.

CLAI RE
And, did they unlock it?

ROARK
Ezra soon becane pregnant with
Atticus's child. Achild that the
night fairies believed woul d change
the world. A baby who would bring with
it a new era, harnessing the powers of
both fae and human. But, what Ezra
bore was a goblin. A goblin with no
magi c. The fae tried again and again,



but only nore goblins were born.
Eventual |y, the fae decided that they
could not stand the sight of their
failures and bani shed the goblins.
This rejection angered their m sshapen
children. So, they stole sone of the
fae magi ¢ and noved underground. Wth
the hel p of the dwarves, the goblins
were able to cultivate it for a short
time. But the goblins got greedy. They
hoarded it, used it to turn on each
other and on their friends, the
dwar ves, destroying half the
popul ati on.

(gesturing to the Caul dron)
The ki ngs have been able to hold onto
some of it, but it won't last. It's
al ready becom ng unreliable.

CLAlI RE
And you need us for the sane reason
the fairies wanted Atticus. That
| atent human nmagi c.

ROARK
Yes, but | won't take it fromyou. |
only beg for your help so that | can
save our world.

CLAlI RE
How do you know any of us even have
magi cal abilities.

ROARK
None of you have magical abilities,
per say. However, when you all crossed
the threshold, the caul dron woke up.
It sensing great stores of power
wi thin each of you. And, | can prove
it.

MAG C TRAI NI NG
Anot her goblin enters the room GROFF

GROFF
My king! We have been tracking Edred
as you said and ny scouts report that
he is now | eadi ng the humans t hrough
The C uster.
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ROARK
VWhat ?!

CLAI RE
Who i s Edred?

ROARK
Edred is a dangerous fool who |
shoul d' ve bani shed years ago. Do not
be swayed by his charnms |ike your
friends. He will kill you all.

CLAlI RE
How do you know t hat ?

ROARK
He killed ny nother.
(then)
Now i s your chance to try out these
powers and save your friends froma
terrible fate.

A wall of w ndows opens and Roark | eads the group out onto
t he bal cony. Each guest takes a spot equidistant from each
ot her on the bal cony.

ROARK
Aimfor that man in front. He's a liar
and will bring harmto your friends.

ROARK ( AMPLI FI ED)
(to the group bel ow)
| thought we all understood each other
by now | |eave you al one and you do
not interfere!

EDRED
(shouting up to Roark)
| can do whatever | want!

ROARK ( AMPLI FI ED)
Stop him

The Guests use their nmagic to attack The C uster bel ow.

The ot her group di sappears into a tunnel on the opposite side
of the room

ROARK
They got away!
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CLAI RE
What' s goi ng on?

Roar k spins and stonps back into the ballroom

ROARK
G of f!

GROFF
Yes, king.

ROARK

Command your brigade to follow him Do
not worry about Maeve. Find Edred!

GROFF
Yes, ny King.
G of f | eaves.
ROARK

Fol | ow ne.
Roark | eads the group out of the ballroom
| NT. CASTLE - STAI RWAY

Roar k | eads everyone down a wi nding set of stairs and further
into the depths of his goblin castle.

| NT. CASTLE - DUNGEON

The group enters a nuch | ess inpressive dungeon. Roark
hurries themall inside and stands in the center.

CLAI RE
Wat are we waiting for?

ROARK
A friend.

CONTI NUE TO THE NEXT PAGE
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| NT. CASTLE - DUNGEON, CONT' D, MAEVE AND ROARK' S GROUPS MEET

A trap door in the floor opens up and Maeve,

al ong with those

following her, enter the room Roark and Claire help them as

they step out fromthe trap door.

BEN
Cl airel

CLAI RE
Ben!

BEN
[t's him

Maeve wal ks up to Roark and gives hima slap on the arm

MAEVE

That's for that amateur attack back

t here.

BEN

Whoa! What is this? You were supposed

to be getting us out of here.

wi th hinf
MAEVE
| "' m saving your life.
BEN
You lied to us!
MAEVE
Wul d you have cone if | had told you
the truth?
CLAlI RE
Who is this?
MAEVE
Maeve.
ROARK

Maeve is ny right hand woman.
can't be there.

CLAI RE
The Cl uster?

She's ny
eyes and ears in The C uster when



BEN
Goblin city.

ROARK
Wl cone new friends to ny castle. You
have been in very serious danger which
Maeve has managed to save you from

CLAI RE
Where's Sophi e?
MAEVE
(to Roark)
| couldn't get everyone to follow ne.
ROARK
Then we'll have to track hi m down and

save the others.

BEN
Track who down?

MAEVE
Edred. He is dangerous and not to be
trusted.

BEN
Then why did you let the rest of them
go off with hinf

MAEVE
| can't risk himfiguring out that I
work with the King. He'd go crazy.

ROARK
Did he tell you where he was goi ng?
MAEVE
The Excess.
ROARK
"1l go after himnyself, but 'l
need support. |'ve sent the entire
bri gade away so there's no one left
but us. Once again, | nust beg your

assistance. WIIl you foll ow nme out
into the caves and save your friends?

MAEVE
We shouldn't all |eave the castle. |
can stay here.

24.



ROARK
| don't want you by yourself. Wat if
he retaliates? Stay here wi th whonever
chooses. Teach themmagic if they
don't already know how and reinforce
it wwth those that do. | fear the
caul dron's awakening foretells of nore
dire things to cone.

MAEVE
Those who choose to stay with nme and
wi eld magic, stand there. Those who
choose to go with the King, stand
t here.

CLAI RE
Ben, what are you doi ng?

BEN
' mgoing to track down Sophi e.

CLAI RE
But, you should stay here and | earn
the magi c. How are you going to
protect yourself?

BEN
| could ask you the sane thing.

CLAlI RE
Roark al ready taught it to us.

BEN
Ch, right! How could |I forget! Because
then you used it to attack us!

CLAlI RE
W weren't attacking you! W were
trying to protect you!

BEN
Protect us by killing us?

CLAlI RE
You don't know who that Edred guy is!
You don't know what he can do!

BEN
And you do? You've never even nmet him

25.
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CLAI RE
| know what he's done! Roark told us.
BEN
How do you know you can trust what he
says?
ROARK

| have not once lied to any of you.

BEN
| know for a fact that | can't trust
Maeve. She told us she was getting us
out and now I'min some dingy, dark
cave of a cave with the sanme guy who
trapped ne down here. So, I'mgoing to
choose the guy that may be a |liar and
go back into the cave system where a
door exists that will take nme back to
ny famly rather than the chick who is
definitely, 100% a liar and delivered
nme to the eneny on a silver platter.
It's not a perfect choice, but it's
the one I'm making. Wo's with nme?

CLAI RE
|"m staying. W need to be able to
def end oursel ves out there.

BEN
Tell yourself whatever you want,
Claire. Keep pretending that you don't
| ove being the protagonist of this bad
novel . Keep lying to them about how
much you want to protect them when we
all know that you're just wasting tine
until the clock runs out and the
choice that you are struggling with
has been nade for you.

CLAI RE
| "' m st ayi ng.

BEN
And |'m going. Who's coming with?

| F YOU CHOOSE ROARK AND BEN, GO TO PAGE 33

| F YOU CHOOSE MAEVE AND CLAI RE, GO TO THE NEXT PAGE
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| NT. CASTLE - DUNGEON

Maeve waits for Roark and his group to | eave before | eading
her group out of the Dungeon.

| NT. CASTLE - STAI RWAY
Maeve, Claire, and the CGuests wal k up the sweeping staircase.
| NT. CASTLE - BALLROOM

The group enters the castle's ballroom The caul dron stil
snokes next to the throne.

MAEVE
|"msorry that | lied to you, but
things are nore conplicated here than
you t hink

CLAI RE
You' re a human.

MAEVE
| am

CLAI RE
But, you're here. You're working with
Roar k.

MAEVE
Roark is not your eneny. Hopefully, in
time, you'll cone to see that.

CLAI RE
You stayed because of hinf

MAEVE
No, | came back because of him |

spent days living in the border caves
- the roons that open to the sun. |
wasn't sure he'd ever cone for ne.
But, he did and he let nme return.

(t hen)
Roark is afraid of humans, you know.

CLAI RE
Afraid? O us?

MAEVE
O the power you hold. See the
caul dron?
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Maeve wal ks over to the throne and the caul dron. She doesn't
sit in the throne, but she runs her hand al ong the armrest
absent m ndedl y.

MAEVE ( CONT.)
It has woke up when you all cane into
the caves. That's why Roark had to
keep you here. It's been practically
dead for years w thout any substanti al
magic to keep it fed. The only true
magi c left fromthe original days of
the fairies lives inside Roark. His
royal bl oodline having al ways been
shored up before the rest of the
kingdom Wth its wakening, Roark sees
the |l ast opportunity to sustain the
goblins. To save everything he | oves.
You all are the catalyst. Now is the
tinme.

CLAI RE
The tinme for what?

MAEVE

(ignoring her)
There is a deep sea of magic |iving
wi thin every human. Roark needs that
magi c to keep the goblins alive. A
the generations, all the stories,
we' ve believed they were the magica
ones. But, they have nothing. The
don't have any power. It's us. It's
t he humans that hold the power. W
just haven't been taught to weld it.
The know edge | ost long ago to witch
burni ngs and industrial society. But
it still lives inside us all, waiting
for us.

MAG C TRAI NI NG

CLAI RE
What happens if Roark restores the
magi c? If all that magic and power
return here?

MAEVE
| don't know, but don't you think it
be worthwhile to stick around and find
out ?
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CLAlI RE
It m ght Dbe.

MAEVE
(smling)
Come with ne. | want to show you
sonet hi ng.

| NT. CAVE TUNNEL 4

Maeve | eads the group through the tunnel and exits into the
shore of The Excess.

I NT. THE EXCESS - DARK RI DE

An underground river |ays peacefully underneath the stone
ceiling.

A skinny goblin appears. He wears a large straw hat fromthe
brimof which jewels hang |ike the puffballs of a tacky
souvenir sonbrero.

MAEVE
Thad! My friend! How |l ong has it been?

THAD
(snorting)
Not | ong enough.

MAEVE
Onh, Thad. You old tease.

THAD
My boats are popul ar today. Gonna cost
you nore.

MAEVE
Wiy ne? Wiy didn't you make the king
pay nore?

THAD

How d you know t he King cane?

MAEVE
What a dunb question. Even for you.

THAD
You sent himthis way? | had to do al
that groveling and 'yes, ny king', 'no
ny king, and 'whatever you w sh, ny
ki ng" because of you.
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MAEVE
Not for much | onger.
THAD
Yeah, yeah, 1'll believe it when | see

it.
Thad al | owns Maeve and her group to pass and enter one of the
boat s.

CLAI RE
We're getting in that thing? It
doesn't | ook very...stable.

MAEVE
Where's your sense of adventure
Caire?

CLAlI RE
It's run out, |I'm afraid.

Claire enters the boat anyway. Maeve pushes off.

MAEVE
G rd your |oins!

Rl VER DARK RI DE

At the end of the ride, the group gets out of the boat. On
the shore stands a ragged warrior. The warrior welds a | arge
rifle created fromscraps of netal and m smatched parts. The
warrior is human, but nore defornmed and m sshapen as if their
body has been adapting to |ife underground.

MAEVE
Feel free to talk candidly. These are
friends. Humans trapped by the goblin

ki ng.
DVELLER 5
(to group)
My synpat hi es.
MAEVE

Did it work?

DVWELLER 5
Just as you planned. They are in the
gl ow wor m cave now.



CLAlI RE
What are you tal king about? What is it
you want to show us?

MAEVE
We are outside the confines of The
Cluster now. These caves are wild, not
under the control of the King. This is
where The Dwel lers |ive.

DVELLER 5

W are a community of those trapped by
t he goblin king who weren't able to
free ourselves. Sonme choose to live
under the king's rule and take up an
ordinary life, assimlating to the way
of life. Ohers aren't so |ucky. They
come to us.

MAEVE
Many of The Dwellers have |ive here
for decades, adapting to the darkness.

DVELLER 5
We take care of each other.

MAEVE
We are building a new world. One where
no one wll have to be trapped or

hi dden. The only problemis...Roark
doesn't share our vision.

CLAI RE
Wy not ?

MAEVE
Haven't you been paying attention?
It's all about power. Who's got it and
who controls it. Roark |ikes having
it.

CLAlI RE
You' re wor ki ng behi nd Roark's back?

MAEVE
Roark is too focused on his stupid
spat with his brother to see the
bi gger picture?

CLAI RE
Br ot her ?

31.
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MAEVE
Edred is Roark's brother.

CLAI RE
And he's dangerous?

MAEVE
Dangerous to the kingdom To the
future. They both are.

CLAI RE
What are you planning to do?

MAEVE
Renove them both fromthe equation

CLAI RE
And how do you plan to do that?

MAEVE
Ah, before |I tell you that. You'l
have to deci de whet her you woul d
choose a life of captivity or one of
freedom

CLAlI RE
You nean one rul ed by Roark or one
rul ed by you.

MAEVE
(smling)
Think on it. We're | ate.

Maeve | eads the group out. The threatening Dweller pulls up
the rear, forcing everyone to nove into the next room

GO TO PACE 51



| NT. CAVE TUNNEL 4

Roark and Ben | ead those who foll ow themthrough the trap
door and into the tunnel.

BEN
So what makes this Edred guy so
danger ous?

ROARK
He is uncontrollable. Qut for hinself.
He's set on the destruction of our
ki ngdom our peopl e.

BEN
| f by "destruction" you nean saving
the people that you trap down here,
|'d say he's the good guy.

ROARK

You know not hing of us! O what it
takes to keep ny people, ny famly,
safe. | amnerely trying to hold onto
the scraps that we have been given. |
amcertain that any of you, when faced
with utter anni hilation, would do
everything to save the ones you | ove.
Tell me that you would not!

(pause)
Soneti mes we nust make i nperfect
choi ces. Right, Ben?

(pause)
Edred i s dangerous because, if he gets
his way, everyone | |ove dies. He
already killed ny nother and | won't
et himkill anyone el se.
BEN

Then why don't you throw himout of
t he ki ngdonf? Maeve nentioned t hat -

ROARK
Maeve nentioned that to you?

BEN
Well, to Edred, in front of us.

ROARK
(pause)
She knows full and well that is not an
opti on.



BEN
Wiy not, if he's trying to destroy
you?

ROARK
| nmade a prom se.
(t hen)
My father was hard on ne. | suppose he
had to be. And, when he died, | wasn't
ready. | feel as if everything | do is
wrong. Every tine | |eave The O uster,
| wonder if I'lIl have the strength to

return. The king is the only one who
can freely open and shut The Door, so
no one woul d ever be able to find

ne. ..

BEN
Is that true? Only the King can go
t hrough The Door ?

ROARK
The one who controls the magi c can
nove freely across the threshold, as
our books say. The King controls the
magi c.

BEN
So, how did Maeve cone back?
ROARK
Maeve was different.
BEN
You | et her come back.
ROARK
| did. After she left, | couldn't take
it anynore. | was raised to believe

that this was our way. That taking
humans was part of our prophetic

| egacy. But, | can always see the
resentnment in their eyes. It was the
sane | ook ny nother gave ne. She was
human. She becane our Queen. And she
hat ed me. How can you | ove sonet hi ng
that's forced upon you? Nothing |I did
ever changed the way she | ooked at ne.

34.
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I NT. THE EXCESS - DARK RI DE

Roar k, Ben, and the Guests |eave the tunnel and enter a new
room An underground river |ays peacefully underneath the
stone ceiling.

ROARK
Thad!

A skinny goblin appears. He wears a |large straw hat fromthe
brimof which jewels hang like the puffballs of a tacky
souvenir sonbrero.

THAD
My ki ng!

ROARK
Has Edred been through here?

THAD
Yes, my king! Stole one of ny boats!
There was nothing | coul d do.
Absol utely nothing! Had all the humans
wi th himtoo.

ROARK
| know. Do you know where they were
headi ng?

THAD
He didn't want me to know. Tried to
keep it a secret! But, | |listened and

| earned. He was off to the blue cave.
ROARK
O course he'd bring themthere. Thad,

| need to borrow one of your boats so
that I can go after him

THAD
O course, ny king! Anything, ny king!

Thad al so the group to pass. They clinb into the boat.
Rl VER DARK RI DE
The group exits the river.

GO TO PACGE 46
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| NT. CAVE TUNNEL 3
Maeve, Ben, and the Guests wal k through a new wi ndi ng tunnel.

BEN
Now t hat we're wal king down a dark
tunnel wth a stranger...again. You
want to tell us why you're down here
when, apparently, you already escaped
this place?

MAEVE
What did you say when the King offered
you the chance to join hinf

BEN
How di d you know he did that?
MAEVE
That's what he does. Wat did you say?
BEN
No, of course.
MAEVE
Did you think about it?
BEN
Thi nk about it? You think we shoul d' ve
sai d yes?
MAEVE
| think you should do whatever you
want. All | mean is that maybe you
should think about it. | did what |
was supposed to. | escaped. | wasn't
supposed to cone back. | was supposed

to be free to live ny life again.
Funny thing is, ny life felt so dul
when | returned. The nonotony of a
normal existence was killing nme. Does
t hat nake any sense?

BEN
Yes.

MAEVE
So think about it, will you really
want to go back after finding out this
worl d of magi c and adventure exists
ri ght underneath your feet?
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(t hen)
Don't you want to do great things?

Maeve stops the group in front of a stone stairway. The
stairs thensel ves are hidden by stone, nmaking it appear as if
they are nothing nore than a pile of rock.

Maeve | eads the group up the steps and onto a small | anding.
The ceiling above themis | ow enough that Maeve can reach it.
She knocks on it three tines and then pushes a hi dden door
above t hem open.

GO TO PACGE 23



| NT. CAVE TUNNEL 5

Edred and Sophie | ead the Guests through a w nding cave

t unnel

SOPHI E
Wiy is all this happening?

EDRED
| don't know.

SOPHI E
But you live here. You're part of
this. You should know sonet hi ng.

EDRED
"' mnot part of anything!

SOPHI E
But there have been people in these
caves before us. People sent to
excavate and even other tours. They
never nentioned any goblins or
under ground world. Why did Roark trap
us?

EDRED

(silence, then)
| don't know. There have been humans
down here before. Sonme wandered in and
stayed and sone trapped. | don't know
how he chooses who to take. | have ny
t heories, but, for the nost part, we
have been told to keep away and stay
secret. What | do know is that the
peopl e who show up here get over the
exi stence of goblins very quickly.
This means that, sonewhere, they
nmust' ve held on to sonme hope of magic
or sonething bigger than thenselves. |
can only inmagi ne that keeping that
-whatever - alive nmust cone at a
price. Sone struggle. 1've also seen
everyone hesitate before wal ki ng out
The Door .

SOPHI E
Hesi t at e?

EDRED
Alnost as if they don't want to | eave.

38.
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SOPHI E
Wait, you' ve done this before? You' ve
| ed ot her people to The Door?

EDRED
Just a few

SOPHI E
That' s what Maeve was tal ki ng about.
You hel p the peopl e who get trapped
down here.

EDRED
Soneti nes.

SCOPHI E
Does the king know?

EDRED
It doesn't matter.

SOPHI E
WIl you get in trouble?

EDRED
It doesn't matter.

SOPHI E
Shoul d you be hel pi ng us?

EDRED
Just | eave it!

SOPHI E
Why woul d they hesitate?

EDRED
Maybe t hey found somet hi ng down here
worth caring for.

Edred stops before the tunnel's exit and | ooks back at the
group.

EDRED
(whi speri ng)
The Excess is an underground river. It
wll lead us deeper into the caves.

However, from here on out, things are
going to get a | ot nore dangerous.

Follow ny | ead and everything will be
fine. Once we nmake it onto the river,



40.

we'll regroup and I'Il tell you
everyt hing you need to know.

SCOPHI E
VWhat el se do we need to know?

EDRED
| just said that I'lIl tell you after
the river!

SOPHI E

No, you said once we nake it to the
river. WIl we not nake it to the
river?

EDRED
Just, shut up and follow ny | ead.

Edred turns and | eads the group out of the tunnel.
| NT. THE EXCESS - DARK RI DE

The group enters a | arge holl ow space. On one side sleeps a
river, its water is still and undisturbed. A boat floats
gently on top.

THAD
| warned you not to return!

A skinny goblin appears. He wears a |large straw hat fromthe
brimof which jewels hang |ike the puffballs of a tacky
souvenir sonbrero.

EDRED
Thad! My friend!

THAD
Take your |ies back where you cane
from

EDRED

| need a boat.

THAD
Better start building cause you' re not
getting one of mne.

Edred pulls a necklace out fromhis pocket. Attached to a
bl ack string was a substantially sized ruby. It glitters as
he turns it in the air.
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Thad scratches his palms with his fingernails. H s chapped
lips open slightly. Thad |unges forward, but is bl ocked by
sone unseen force.

THAD
No fair! No magic! You let ne go!

EDRED
What do you say to a trade, Thad? A
boat for a genf

THAD
Take it! Who cares! Let nme go! Gve ne
t he neckl ace!

EDRED
If | et you go, you prom se you won't
attack ne or ny friends?

THAD
G VE ME THE JEWEL!

Thad is released fromthe spell and falls forward as Edred
tosses the jewel to him

EDRED
Al ways a pl easure doi ng business with
you, Thad.

SOPHI E
You can do magi c?!

EDRED
Later. Get in the boat before Thad
gets bored.

The group boards the boat.

Rl VER DARK RI DE

| NT. GLOW WORM CAVE

The group enters a magical roomfilled with thousands of
delicate blue lights twinkling within the black of the cave.
As the group wal ks deeper into the room the lights twitch
and j unp.

SOPHI E
d ow wor ns?
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EDRED
My nother | oved this place. She al ways
said they were the prettiest things
she'd ever seen. W woul d sneak out
here all the time. My father would
never have allowed us, if he had
known. She said that in her darkest
monments, the lights would rem nd her
that there was great beauty in our
world, and it was worth preserving for
her famly.

As Edred wal ks around the space, he stops at certain |arge
white crystals that grow up fromthe ground. Wen he touches
them they change col ors and grow brighter dimnishing the
gl ow of the worms.

EDRED
Before we go any further, | need to
teach you how to defend yoursel ves.
(turns back to the group)

Wth magic.
SOPHI E
Magi c? Real | y?
EDRED
Yes, it's the only chance you'll have

agai nst attacks. The King already
tried to take you out back at The

Cl uster.
SOPHI E
You think we'll be attacked agai n?
EDRED
Not everyone down here is as friendly
as | am
(then)

Every human has | atent magi cal power.
That power was gifted to you back when
the universe was forned. The | egend
says that it conmes fromthe star dust
used during your formation.

SOPHI E
We don't have any nmagic! W can't do
any of that!

EDRED

Do you understand the word "latent"?



It's dormant, sl eeping inside of you
because you di ng dongs never use it.
Goblins don't have magic naturally
occurring. The king has his speci al
store of magic, but it's contrived.
It's not natural. There's alimted
amount. It's mainly being used to hold
t he enchantnments that conceal the
entrances to our world. The source of
it sits on an altar in The Geat Hall
of the castle. The nore it's used, the
smaller it becones. Soon it wll

vani sh.

SOPHI E

If it's not natural, how did they get
it?

EDRED
There was this war. Legend says that
there was a man named Atticus. He was
a farmer during ancient times. One
day, he was working in his fields and
saw a beautiful woman on the edge of
the forest. Her nanme was Ezra. He
dropped everything at that nonment and
ran to her. He thought that maybe she
was in trouble or sonething. Anyway,
when he reached her, she smled. He
asked her what she was doing. She told
hi mthat she had been wat chi ng him
Then, she | ed himdeep into the
forest. There was a clearing of trees.
A perfect circle and, standing around
the circle, were beautiful night
fairies. Turns out, Ezra was a fairy,
as well. She took himinto the center
of the circle and...Anyway, Ezra
i mredi ately got pregnant with a child
that the night fairies believed would
change the world. A baby who woul d
bring wwth it the passage of a new
era. But, then she popped out nasty
goblin baby. The night fairies tried
agai n and agai n, but nore goblins were
born. Eventually, the night fairies
deci ded they had to banish the
creatures fromtheir perfect fairy
wor |l d. The goblins were mad. So the
ni ght before the fairies banished
them they took sone fairy magic.

43.



They were able to cultivate it for a
short tinme down here, but everyone got
greedy. Goblins are greedy, as you saw
with Thad. They used it all up. They
hoarded it and, eventually, used it to
turn on each other until it destroyed
half The Cluster and half the
popul ati on. The ki ngdom was able to
hold onto some of it, but it won't
last. It's already becom ng
unrel i abl e.

(then)
It'"ll probably all be gone by the tine
Roar k di es.
SOPHI E

VWhat wi || happen when it's gone?

EDRED
Roark's desperate to bring it back, to
restore the glory of the goblin
nation. Hs father clained an ancient
prophecy foretold that Roark was the
ki ng who woul d set forth the
reconstruction of our world into its
m ghtiest glory. He wants to |ive up

tothat. To fulfill this alleged
pr ophecy.
SOPHI E
And you don't believe that?
EDRED
| believe that sonething s changing.
My nomknew it. | can feel it. |'m

sure Roark knows it too. This is the
begi nni ng.

SOPHI E
The begi nni ng of what?

EDRED
| haven't figured that out yet. My
theory is that all of you have a
particularly strong store of nagic,
and he's getting desperate. That's why
he's trapped you. That's why he wants
to stop you fromfinding The Door. So,
you have to be prepared for whatever
m ght cone.
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MAG C TRAI NI NG

SOPHI E
VWhat about Maeve?

EDRED
VWhat about her?

SOPHI E
Wiy is she here?

EDRED
She shoul dn't be. She thinks she
shoul d, but it's not right.

SCOPHI E
You hel ped her get out originally?

EDRED
| did. But, not for long. She took off
on her own pretty quickly after we
started. Honestly, | thought she had
di ed. When she showed up agai n sayi ng
Roark- It doesn't really matter what |
t hi nk.

SOPHI E
You were mad.

EDRED
Way woul d she conme back? | was trying
to help her and she cones back, but
not even as queen. It doesn't make any
sense.

SOPHI E
Have you asked her? O Roark?

EDRED
Yeah, right. Roark doesn't talk to ne.
He's also not thrilled that | help his
vi ctins escape.

CONTI NUE TO THE NEXT PAGE
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| NT. GLOWWORM CAVE. CONT' D, ROARK AND EDRED S GROUPS MEET.
Roark, Ben, and their group enter the cave.

ROARK
Ever the crusader, aren't you,
br ot her ?

SOPHI E
Br ot her ?
(to Edred)
What is he...?

ROARK
Edred here is ny little brother,
second in line to the throne. You al
need to choose your allies nore
w sely. Wio knows what he's told you,
or not told you.

SOPHl E
You lied to us!

EDRED
| didn't lie.

SOPHl E

No, you just didn't tell us.

EDRED
| left that life a long tine ago!
didn't want anything to do with it.

And, | knew you never woul d have
trusted ne if you knew who | really
was.

BEN

Does anyone tell the truth down here?

ROARK
| have not once lied to you.

EDRED
No, you just kidnapped them

ROARK
And that nmakes you feel so good,
doesn't i1t? Never having any
responsibility. Never having to nake
any tough deci sions.
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EDRED
You only do what's best for youl!

ROARK
Mot her rui ned you, didn't she?

EDRED
Don't tal k about nmy nother!

ROARK
She was ny not her too!

EDRED
She neant nothing to you!

ROARK
| meant nothing to her!

EDRED
You coul d' ve |l et her go! You could' ve
saved her. You killed her!

ROARK
| did not.

EDRED
| begged you to let her go! You knew
she was | osing control!

ROARK
| knew not hi ng! You kept her all to
yoursel f! Neither of you wanted
anything to do with me-

EDRED
She | oved you!

ROARK
She abandoned me! She coul d' ve saved
nme!

EDRED

Saved you from what ?

ROARK
You know exactly what!

EDRED
Fat her ?
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ROARK
| saw you. Every day | saw the two of
you sneak out of the castle and go who
knows where. You never took ne with
you. You left me alone with him MW
whole life. You think that nother was
the only casualty?

EDRED
Don't act like that! You're no martyr.

ROARK
Father told ne the truth. He told ne
how dangerous you really were. Never
to trust you. You were only ever a
threat to the kingdom 1 should' ve
obeyed himand killed you years ago.

EDRED
Then why didn't you?

ROARK
| couldn't | ose anyone el se.

A screech echoes through the cave.

EDRED AND ROARK
Dwel | ers.

A group of ragged warriors surround the groups. They weld
weapons of every shape and size, all nade from scraps of
netal . They are human, but nore deforned and m sshapen as if
t heir bodi es have been adapting to |ife underground.

Roark and Edred prine for a fight.

DWELLER 1
The heir and the spare, aren't we
| ucky?

DVELLER 2

Anot her day, another ki dnappi ng.

DVWELLER 3
It's the king' s way.

ROARK
What do you want ?

DWELLER 4
Not hi ng from you
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EDRED
We don't want any trouble. W' re just
passi ng through. Taking this group to
The Door .

DVWELLER 1
(to the group)
| s that what he told you?

DVELLER 2
Liars. Liars, all.

BEN
We don't have tinme for all your
cryptic answers. |'mgoing to get out

of here and you're going to get out of
my way!

DVWELLER 3
They only want to go hone. Like al
the rest.

ROARK
Ben. ..

DWELLER 4

You shoul d heed your king's warning.

SOPHI E
Who are you?

DWELLER 1
We are a collective.

DVELLER 2
A pl ace where every being has a voice.

DVWELLER 3
Sonet hi ng a nonarchy woul dn' t
under st and.

DVELLER 4
Ki ngdons never |isten.

DVELLER 1
Ki ngdons never care.

DVWELLER 2
(to Roark)
You | ock us up. You are the reason we
are forgotten!
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DWELLER 3
Unl oved!

DVELLER 4
W were |ike you. Taken. Trapped
agai nst our wll.

DWELLER 1
There is no exit. There never was for
us.

SOPHI E
You were humans?

DWELLER 2
Once. Years in darkness will change a
per son.

DWELLER 3

This horrible place, the darkness, the
captivity; it's a terrible thing.

DWELLER 4
And the one who caused it all is
standi ng next to you.

DVELLER 1
Let's see if that squishy palace life
has taught you to fight.

DVWELLER 2
O, do you just nmake others do that
for you?

CONTI NUE TO THE NEXT PAGE
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| NT. GLOW WORM CAVE. CONT' D, MAEVE' S GROUP ENTERS
Maeve, Claire, and the rest of the Guests enter the cave.

MAEVE
Roar k!

ROARK
Maeve! Be careful!

Maeve and her group join the rest in the center of the room
Maeve wraps her arns around Roark who holds her to his side.

EDRED
What are you doing to her?

ROARK
| haven't done anything to her. She
made her choice a long tine ago. She
chose to trust ne.

MAEVE
Edred, |'m sorry.

EDRED
No, you're not.

ROARK
She doesn't have to be sorry. She
doesn't belong to you.

EDRED
O course she doesn't! That's the
di fference between you and ne. | don't

t hi nk people are objects to own, to
trick, or to take.

DWELLER 1
If you three are finished with this
cute little lovers' spat, can we get
on with it?

MAEVE
Oh, but | was having so nmuch fun

Maeve renoves herself from Roark and blows a powder into his
face. Roark drops to the floor, unconscious. Two Dwell ers
approach and take his body. Maeve follows themas a cage
springs up around the rest of the group.

Maeve wal ks up to the | edge where the Dwel | ers stand.



EDRED
Maeve! Let us go!
MAEVE
Ch, sorry, babe. Can't do that.
EDRED
You're working with the Dwel |l ers?
MAEVE
No. I'm |l eading them
(then)

So, Claire, what's your answer? Are
you going to join me? Wth this
sucker's powers and the two of us in
charge? W could do so nuch together.
Wonen in charge are so nmuch nore
powerful than a man, don't you think?

SOPHI E
You can't use femnismas a threat!
MAEVE
O course, | can.
EDRED
What are you pl anni ng?
MAEVE
Wrld domnation. I'mnot going to

stand here and explain nyself to you,
but with ny well of human magi c and
Roark's king nmagic conbined...I'Il |et
you use your imagi nation.

(to Caire)
VWhat' Il it be, Caire?

CLAlI RE
| don't fraternize with backstabbing
bi t ches.

MAEVE
That's a shanme. W really could do
wonder ful things together. | never

told you why | cane back.

CLAI RE
You m ssed Roar k.

MAEVE
No.
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CLAI RE
That's what you sai d.

MAEVE
| was |ying.

CLAI RE
Then, why did you cone back?

MAEVE
Power. Down here is where the true
power is. | was nothing when
returned. | was | ess than nothi

ng. |

was usel ess. You don't know the nental
toll this whole thing takes on you
when you return. It's catastrophic. |

was ruined. | tried to go back

tried to live a normal |ife again, but

after you've seen what we have

seen,

it's not possible. Luckily, you'l
never have to experience that feeling.

SOPHI E
Wy not ?
MAEVE
Because, you'll never get out of these
caves.
(to the Dwellers)
Let's go.

Maeve and the Dwellers exit with Roark,
trapped in the cave.

EDRED
Danmi t !

SOPHI E
What are we going to do now?

EDRED
| can't believe Maeve woul d do

CLAI RE
| can't believe she lied to us.

BEN

| eavi ng the rest

t hi s!

You can't? That's all anyone has done

since the nmonent we got here!
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SOPHI E
We've got to get out of here.

BEN
How do you suppose we do that?

SOPHI E
There's got to be a way!

EDRED
There is. Everyone who has | earned
magi ¢ rai se your hand.
(everyone but Ben does)
You all know magic? But | only taught
a few of you

CLAI RE
Roar k and Maeve taught us.
EDRED
Hm ..ok, well, we're going to have to

work together to pull this off.

BEN
' mnot doing anything for you. W
can't trust him W can't trust anyone
here. Don't you get it? W're on our
own! They've done nothing but waste
our tinme. W woul d've been better off
finding this magi cal Door on our own!

SOPHI E
And how do you suggest we do that?
We've only ever wal ked the path that
the tour takes and that's one big
circle that ends at the sane place we
began which, if you remenber, is gone!

BEN
And you think that being trapped by
sone hal f-human freaks is better?

SOPHI E
| didn't say it was!

BEN
(to group)
Who agrees with nme that we shoul dn't
trust this guy - or anyone el se?



Everyone

CLAlI RE
Edred, how did your nother die? The
truth.

turns to Edred.

EDRED

(sl ow y)
She was a human bride for our father.
She began living in the caves as a
refuge after |leaving her famly hone.
She never told ne why she left. Al ways
kept that secret hidden from ne.
Humans have cone and gone through the
border caves that open to the sun for
generations, but the goblins usually
stay out of the way. Especially since
no one but the king can get that close
to the surface. Keeps it easier to
stay hidden and control the
popul ation. My father ventured to see
who had taken up residence this tine
and becane captivated by her beauty
t hat nmonent he saw her. He clai ned her
as his wife and dragged her down,
across the threshold. As tradition
di ctates, our nother was given the
chance to escape, but she didn't make
it. She was forced to marry our
father. Through the years, she
resigned herself to her fate. | think
she even cane to like father for a
while. But there was al ways sonet hi ng
in her that |onged to escape. She

| oved Roark and |, but there was a
consi stent sadness in her. Looking
back, | believe she tried her hardest

for us but, as she grew sadder, ny
father grew angrier, which made her
sadder and himangrier. Eventually,
she grew into sonething else entirely,
not the nother | knew.

(t hen)
| found her in this cave. | thought
she was asl eep. Sonetines she'd fal
asl eep i magi ni ng the gl ow worns were
the stars.

(then)
| told father and | suppose he told
Roark that | had killed her. Humans
aren't nmeant to be down here. They
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aren't made for it. This isn't their
worl d. | know you don't trust nme, but
Il will not let you suffer the sanme
fate as ny not her.

BEN
What about the Dwel |l ers?

EDRED
They canme before. Wien | was nore
cowardly. | failed them

SOPHI E

| trust him Wo el se?

Claire and eventually Ben raise their hands. Hopefully, the
ot her Cuest do.

SOPHI E
Ok, Edred. We choose you. Now, how do
we get out of here?
MAG C ESCAPE
| NT. CAVE TUNNEL 6

Edred, Caire, Ben, Sophie, and the CGuests hurry through a
final cave tunnel. They are running after Maeve.

EDRED
Maeve woul d' ve taken Roark to the
crystal cave. That's where she'll be

abl e to mani pul ate the magi ¢ enough to
control it. It also happens to be
where The Door to your world is

| ocated. W'l head there, but guard
your sel ves and be prepared to weld
your magic one nore tine. | have a
feeling that you won't nmaeke it out

wi t hout one nore fight.

| NT. CRYSTAL CAVE

The group enters a cave filled with the sane types of
crystals that they have been using to wield magic. The
crystals, both large and small, glow and pulse with different
col ors.

Maeve stands on a bal cony | edge | ooking for the interior of
the cave. Roark lays on a stone table.
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A portal door swirls with magic on the opposite side of the
room This is The Door and how to group escapes.

MAEVE
Well, looks |ike you are as stupid as
| thought you were.

EDRED
Maeve, stop this! You don't know what
you' re doi ng!

MAEVE
Your constant underestimating is
getting tiresone, Edred.

Maeve waves her hand and an expl osion erupts on the far wall.

MAEVE ( CONT.)
| know exactly what |'m doing. You
just don't realize the amount of power
that 1| weld. It's funny how sonet hi ng
so nundane as humanity can turn out to
be the greatest advantage.

Anot her expl osion erupts. The lights of the crystals stutter.

MAEVE ( CONT. )

And with that advantage, |I'Il contro
both worlds. I'll do great things!
EDRED

Maeve! Pl ease! You' re going to destroy
us! This is too nuch for one person.

MAEVE
| gave you a chance to join ne, but
seeing as you keep getting in ny way,
now | have to destroy you

Maeve attacks the group.

FI NAL BATTLE

During the battle, the portal Door starts to falter.
MAEVE

You better hurry. The Door isn't going
to hold out much | onger.
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EDRED
(to group)
Go!
CLAI RE
W can't | eave you!
BEN
She' || destroy you!
EDRED
You have to go! The Door is going to

cl ose!
FI NAL BATTLE CONTI NUES

Maeve is overcone by the magic and it rips her apart. She
col l apses into pure magi c and di sappears.

EDRED
Roar k!

Edred runs over to his brother. The guides hold the rest of
t he group back

Edred tries to wake his brother, but Roark doesn't respond.

EDRED
(to the group)
Hel p! Hel p ne, please!

BEN
VWhat can we do?

Sophie steps up to Roark. She puts her hand on him Her
crystal magic starts to gl ow

Claire and Ben do the sanme while directing the others to
pl ace their hands on him

Their magic gl ows around Roark, healing him Roark wakes up.

ROARK
Edr ed?

EDRED
Br ot her!!

The brot hers hug.
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ROARK
(to group)
Thank you for saving ne. And ny
ki ngdom
BEN

Great. Now let's get out of here.

SOPHI E
It's too | ate.

Everyone | ooks towards The Door. Its swirling lights are no
| onger shining. Instead, what remains is another stone wall
framed by a carved archway.

BEN
No, no, no! No way! This can't be
happeni ng!

Ben runs up to The Door and starts feeling it, looking for a
handl e or an openi ng.

SOPHI E
Ben, stop. It's no use.
BEN
Uh, guys? Look.
They all | ook towards Ben again. The Door is swirling back to
life.
EDRED
How? It's not possible.
BEN
(to Roark)

"The one who controls the magic can
nove freely across the threshold.™
That's what you said, right?

ROARK
Yes.
BEN
Well, you aren't the only one who

controls the magi c now.

EDRED
VWhat ?



She runs

The Door
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BEN
You taught all of us to wield the
crystals, but we're in control of our
own magi c. The store that's inside
every human. So, |ogically speaking,
we control the nmagic too and can nove
freely across the threshold
too...right?

SCOPHI E
Ben! You wonderful geni us!

up and hugs him

EDRED
That - That woul d change everyt hi ng.

CLAlI RE
We just needed to learn howto use it!
We don't have to be | ocked up from one
anot her. We could cone back and forth
bet ween each worl d. Wrk together.
Hel p each ot her.

ROARK
Sust ain the goblin ki ngdom w t hout
causi ng anynore harm

SOPHI E
The best of both worlds.
ROARK
| never thought of that. | never

t hought that m ght be the answer.

l[ights up to full power.

BEN
Come on, everyone. Let's go hone.
CLAI RE
(to Roark)

"1l come back. We can figure out a
new pl an, one that hel ps everybody.

ROARK
| hope so.
(to the group)
Thank you, everyone. Thank you for
saving us, for saving ne. For bringing
me back to ny brother. There's a new
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age dawning for the goblins and you're
t he reason why there is hope once
again. | cannot thank you enough.

The group nmakes their way to the platformin front of The
Door .

SOPHI E
(to Edred)
Cone with us.

EDRED
| want to, but...
(1 ooki ng at Roar k)
This is ny world. This is where |
bel ong and where |I' m needed.

SOPHI E
"1l visit?

EDRED
| would Iike that very much

BEN
Cone on, Sophie! We're all waiting for
you.

The group stands together in front of The Door. The stone
wall rolls away, revealing the human worl d beyond.

As they | eave, Roark and Edred shout from behind.

ROARK
Thank you!

EDRED
Thank you for everything!

ROARK
Thank you for saving us!

I NT. NORVAL WORLD - HALLWAY

The group is back in the tour guide' s conpany buil ding.

CLAI RE
VWll, | hope everyone enjoyed the
tour.

BEN

And that everyone actually made it
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back.
Claire elbows himin the ribs.

SOPHI E
Un if you liked it, please give us 5
stars on Tri pAdvisor?
(reacting to Claire's face)
What ? What am | suppose to say?

CLAI RE
Come back and see us any tine!l |'m
Claire.
BEN
" m Ben.
SOPHI E
And |' m Sophi e!
CLAI RE
And you j ust -
ALL

Escaped the Goblin King!
END
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